
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 My heart is stirred by a noble theme  
as I recite my verses for the king;  
my tongue is the pen of a skillful 

writer.  

2 You are the most excellent of men  
and your lips have been anointed with 

grace,  
since God has blessed you forever.  

3 Gird your sword upon your side, O 
mighty one;  

clothe yourself with splendor and 
majesty.  

4 In your majesty ride forth victoriously  
in behalf of truth, humility and 

righteousness;  
let your right hand display awesome 

deeds.  
5 Let your sharp arrows pierce the hearts 

of the king’s enemies;  
let the nations fall beneath your feet.  

6 Your throne, O God, will last for ever and 
ever;  

a scepter of justice will be the scepter 
of your kingdom.  

7 You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness;  

therefore God, your God, has set you 
above your companions  

by anointing you with the oil of joy.  

                                                           

 

8 All your robes are fragrant with myrrh 
and aloes and cassia;  

from palaces adorned with ivory  
the music of the strings makes you 

glad.  
9 Daughters of kings are among your 

honored women;  
at your right hand is the royal bride in 

gold of Ophir.  

10 Listen, O daughter, consider and give 
ear:  

Forget your people and your father’s 
house.  

11 The king is enthralled by your beauty;  
honor him, for he is your lord.  

12 The Daughter of Tyre will come with a 
gift, 

men of wealth will seek your favor.  

13 All glorious is the princess within her 
chamber;  

her gown is interwoven with gold.  
14 In embroidered garments she is led to 

the king;  
her virgin companions follow her  
and are brought to you.  

15 They are led in with joy and gladness;  
they enter the palace of the king.  

16 Your sons will take the place of your 
fathers;  

you will make them princes 
throughout the land.  

17 I will perpetuate your memory through 
all generations;  

therefore the nations will praise you 
for ever and ever. 1 

 Though you can’t see the details of what is in 
my hand – you can probably guess what it says 
once I tell you what it is. It’s a wedding 
announcement – otherwise known as a “Save-
the-Date.” Its arrival announces that someone 
who is close to you has a big day coming up in 
their life and they want you to know about it. The 
wedding announcement gives you the initial 
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details; the date, the place, the participants. It’s 
the info that you need to have so that you can 
plan ahead; so that you can be a part of this great 
day; so that you can share in the joy of the 
wedding! In this day and age, it almost always 
comes to you as a handy-dandy magnet, so that 
you can put it right there on your fridge, and be 
reminded of the upcoming wedding often.  

 Though it doesn’t come to us in magnet form, 
today we are given a wedding announcement 
through Psalm 45, another of the Messianic 
Psalms that prepare us for the coming Christ! 

 As we look into the pages of the New 
Testament, one of the most beautiful and often 
used pictures for the relationship between Jesus 
Christ and his people in the Church is that of 
husband and wife. Jesus used it in his preaching, 
Paul spoke about it in his letters, John saw it in 
his vision in Revelation.  

 But long before that, God’s people were 
given the words of Psalm 45 and it was an 
announcement that “The Groom is Coming!” and 
through this psalm we are allowed to see his 
greatness. Our proof that the King/Groom 
spoken about in these words is Christ comes in 
Hebrews 1:8-9, where the words of this psalm 
are ascribed to Jesus himself.  

 The opening verse is an intro to this wedding 
song and it is noteworthy because it points to 
divine inspiration. The writer simply 
acknowledges that the words recited in this 
verse were from a more skillful writer, namely 
the Holy Spirit. From there, we are given our first 
look at the Groom in verses 2-4: “You are the 
most excellent of men and your lips have been 
anointed with grace, since God has blessed you 
forever. 3 Gird your sword upon your side, O 
mighty one; clothe yourself with splendor and 
majesty. 4 In your majesty ride forth victoriously 
in behalf of truth, humility and righteousness; 
let your right hand display awesome deeds” (Ps 
45:2–4).  

 Illus. > What do you look for you in a spouse? 
Every parent’s hope is that their child looks past 
outward looks and wealth and chooses a spouse 
first for their character. 

 Those first words about the coming Groom 
point us to the greatness of his character. That 
opening phrase in verse 2 makes me think of 
those who don’t acknowledge Jesus as God and 
Savior, yet still look at his life and note that he 
was a great man – “the most excellent of men” 
as the psalmist writes. The second line of verse 2 
makes us think of Jesus’ preaching. When Jesus 
spoke, he brought with him the message of 
God’s grace, the undeserved love that would 
save sinners. And verse 4 gives us the motivation 
for Christ’s work, it was done “on behalf of truth, 
humility and righteousness.” 

It was Christ’s character which would fuel the 
greatness of the Groom’s work which the next 
words of the psalm point us to see: “In your 
majesty ride forth victoriously in behalf of 
truth, humility and righteousness; let your right 
hand display awesome deeds. 5 Let your sharp 
arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies; 
let the nations fall beneath your feet. 6 Your 
throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a 
scepter of justice will be the scepter of your 
kingdom” (Ps 45:4–6).  

Illus. > One of the first things that I tell 
engaged couples as we sit down to prepare for a 
wedding is that marriage takes committed work. 
How ironic it is, then, that marriages so often 
start with a vacation – a honeymoon far away 
from the realities of everyday life.  

It was not a honeymoon for which the Groom 
Jesus was coming to this earth.  These verses tell 
us that he was coming to work. He had enemies 
– sin, death, the devil – that he needed to battle 
against; he had a kingdom and a bride that he 
needed to fight for. And though our wedding 
announcement proclaims that his “arrows 
would pierce the hearts of his enemies; that he 
would ride forth victoriously; that his throne 
would last forever;” there would be nothing 
easy about this work.  

However, when that work was accomplished 
by Jesus, it would result in the greatness of the 
glory that we see in verses 7-9: “You love 
righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore 
God, your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with the oil of joy. 



8 All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and 
aloes and cassia; from palaces adorned with 
ivory the music of the strings makes you glad. 9 
Daughters of kings are among your honored 
women; at your right hand is the royal bride in 
gold of Ophir” (Ps 45:7–9).  

In these verses, the psalmist uses images of 
earthly luxury to represent the heavenly glory 
which would be given to Christ the Groom. In 
happiness and joy that he accomplished what he 
was sent to do, God would exalt Jesus to his right 
hand, and give him all power and authority. 
Through these words we see the Greatness of 
the Groom’s Glory! 

As we move ahead in our words, our psalm 
finally shifts its voice to speaking about the 
bride; to speaking about us.  

The address to the Bride begins with these 
words in verse 10, “Listen, O daughter, consider 
and give ear: Forget your people and your 
father’s house” (Ps 45:10).  

As we listen to those words, we might think to 
when God instituted marriage in Genesis 2 and 
announced, “For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother, and be united to his wife.” As 
Jesus calls us to be his Bride, he calls us to be 
dedicated fully to him; he calls us to leave behind 
the life we were born into. And it is important 
that we understand why. Born into this sinful 
world, we were not fit to be the Bride of Christ. 
By nature, our hearts were consumed by 
selfishness; we were made ugly by the sin that 
filled our lives; we were enemies of the groom’s 
Father. It is an ugly and sordid past for each one 
of us, and so we are told to forget that past.  

And we can do that because of the greatness 
of the Groom’s grace. Though we were ugly and 
unfit, we are told in verse 11 that “the King is 
enthralled by our beauty.” A change has taken 
place in each of us. And it is all because of that 
work which we heard about earlier in this psalm. 
Our Groom was not just fighting the enemies of 
sin, death, and the devil for his own victory. He 
was fighting to give us victory, he was fighting to 
make us his beautiful and worthy bride. Through 
his work, those who were ugly by sin have been 

made been made perfect. Those who reeked of 
death now have the fragrance of life (2 Cor. 
2:16). Those who chased after the allure of the 
devil’s temptations have new dedication to their 
Groom and King.  

And by the Grace of our Groom, we are not 
just made to be beautiful, we are also promised 
glory and blessing in these words: “The Daughter 
of Tyre will come with a gift, men of wealth will 
seek your favor. 13 All glorious is the princess 
within her chamber; her gown is interwoven 
with gold. 14 In embroidered garments she is led 
to the king; her virgin companions follow her 
and are brought to you. 15 They are led in with 
joy and gladness; they enter the palace of the 
king. 16 Your sons will take the place of your 
fathers; you will make them princes throughout 
the land. 17 I will perpetuate your memory 
through all generations; therefore the nations 
will praise you for ever and ever” (Ps 45:12–17). 
Our connection to Christ brings the promise of 
glory and joy in the eternities of heaven. We 
have a future that is beyond our imagination. We 
have a home fit for royalty.  

In this Christmas season, may we prepare our 
hearts for our Groom who is coming. Through 
the wedding announcement of Psalm 45, may 
we praise him as we see the greatness of his 
Glory; may we give thanks to him as we see the 
greatness of his Grace. Amen.  

 

 


