A Living Hope

Death, Resurrection, Heaven, Eternal Life

Here are some questions on the minds of 7" and 8" graders:
o Will we still have eternal life if we are baptized but don’t repent?
e What does eternal death feel like?
e Why do we care so much about eternal life and death?
e Revelation says there will be a new heaven and a new earth. If we're in heaven, why is there
a new earth?
¢ Will you get bored of eternal life?
¢ Can eternal life end or be taken away?
Do you have questions you would like to add?
.

On the creation of new heavens and a new earth

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered,
nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in
my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.”

(Isaiah 65:17-19, NIV)

Agree or disagree? God will give us amnesia with regard to our present life.

Scoffers will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by
God'’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by

water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of

judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in
the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new
earth, where righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:1-4,10,12,13)



What is going to happen to the present heaven and earth?

What is the dominant feature of the new heaven and earth?

On eternal life with God

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.

“These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of God and
serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his
presence. ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down
on them,” nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘*And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes.” (Revelation 7:9,14-17)

How does a person attain that life?

Which description of life with God in Revelation 7 do you like the best?

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said
to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and
with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of



Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on
the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and
its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with
the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. The angel
measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. The wall was made
of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were
decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its

temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will
bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night
there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter
it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:1-4,9-27)

Which specific details tell that the new Jerusalem will be:

e majestic and glorious?

e orderly and perfect?

e safe and secure?

What is the outstanding feature of that life?

How does a person attain that life?



Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see
his face, and his hame will be on their foreheads. There will be ho more night. They will not
need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they
will reign for ever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)

How does this last chapter serve as a bookend to the first chapters of the Bible?

How do these words affect your spirit?

How does a person attain that life?




