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Death, Resurrection, Heaven, Eternal Life 

Here are some questions on the minds of 7th and 8th graders: 

• Will I remember my family in heaven? 

• What joy does it bring when you’re in heaven when your friends/family are suffering in hell? 

• Can you get to heaven with just faith and not being baptized? 

• Can LGBTQ+ people who have faith still make it to heaven? 

• Do animals go to heaven? If so, will we see them in heaven? 

• Do you get to do your own thing in heaven or do we sing in harmony? 

Do you have questions you would like to add? 

•  

•  

On going to heaven in the Old Testament 

When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. After he became the 

father of Methuselah, Enoch walked faithfully with God 300 years and had other sons and 

daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully with God; then 

he was no more, because God took him away. (Genesis 5:21-24, NIV) 

As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha 

saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha 

saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two. (2 Kings 2:11,12) 

What significance would Enoch and Elijah have had for Old Testament believers? 

On what heaven is like according to the Old Testament 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 

the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” 

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 

smoke. 
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“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” (Isaiah 6:1-5) 

This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the 

house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be? Has not my hand made all these 

things, and so they came into being?” declares the LORD. (Isaiah 66:1,2) 

 What can you learn about heaven from these passages in Isaiah? 

Spread out above the heads of the living creatures was what looked something like a 

vault, sparkling like crystal, and awesome…Then there came a voice from above the vault over 

their heads as they stood with lowered wings. Above the vault over their heads was what 

looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a 

man. I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full 

of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. Like the 

appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. 

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell 

facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. (Ezekiel 1:22,25-28) 

What similarities do you notice between this vision of heaven and Isaiah’s vision of heaven? 

On heaven in the Gospel of Luke 

Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke 

about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:30,31) 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered 

him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42,43) 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. (Luke 24:50,51) 

What observations do you make about heaven from these Luke passages? 

On heaven in the letters of Paul 

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and 

revelations from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. And I 

know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 
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knows—was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is 

permitted to tell. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4) 

What do descriptions like the third heaven and paradise help us understand about heaven? 

What does Paul tell us about heaven? 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 

fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I 

desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that 

I remain in the body. (Philippians 1:21-24) 

What does Paul call heaven? How does a Christian get there? 

On heaven in the book of Revelation 

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I 

had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 

must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in 

heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of 

jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. Surrounding the 

throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They 

were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of 

lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. 

These are the seven spirits of God. Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea 

of glass, clear as crystal. (Revelation 4:1-6) 

What similarities do you notice between this and the prophets’ visions of heaven? 

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, 

encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. (Revelation 5:6) 

Heaven is the abode of God. How is that emphasized by this vision in Revelation 4 and 5? 
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After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried 

out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Amen! 

Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for 

ever and ever. Amen!” (Revelation 7:9-11) 

Who else abides in heaven? 

What happens in heaven? 


