DRIneism
In our congregational planning and work, we consider this our purpose and cause:

“Communicating Christianity by word and deed to people of all ages.”

How are we currently communicating Christianity to people of all ages?

Are there age groups to which we can expand our communicating?

New Testament evangelism in the apostles’ ministry
Read Acts 2:22-41 (CSB).

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by
God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through him, just as you
yourselves know. 22 Though he was delivered up according to God’s determined plan and
foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail him to a cross and kill him. 24 God raised him up,
ending the pains of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by death. 2° For David
says of him:

| saw the Lord ever before me; because he is at my right hand, | will not be shaken.?6 Therefore
my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices. Moreover, my flesh will rest in hope, 2’ because you
will not abandon me in Hades or allow your holy one to see decay. 22 You have revealed the
paths of life to me; you will fill me with gladness in your presence.

29 “Brothers and sisters, | can confidently speak to you about the patriarch David: He is both dead
and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3°Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had
sworn an oath to him to seat one of his descendantson his throne. 3! Seeing what was to come, he
spoke concerning the resurrection of the Messiah: He was not abandoned in Hades, and his
flesh did not experience decay.

32“God has raised this Jesus; we are all witnesses of this. 33 Therefore, since he has been exalted to
the right hand of God and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit, he has poured
out what you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into the heavens, but he
himself says:

The Lord declared to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand 3° until | make your enemies your footstool.’
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”



38 peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 32 For the promise is for you
and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 4° With
many other words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from this

corrupt generation!” 41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand people were added to them.

Jesus is the center of Peter’s message. What events of Jesus does Peter emphasize?

How does Peter apply his message directly to his listeners?

Read Acts 10:30-48 (CSB).

30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this hour, at three in the afternoon, | was praying in my
house. Just then a man in dazzling clothing stood before me 3! and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has
been heard, and your acts of charity have been remembered in God’s sight. 32 Therefore send
someone to Joppa and invite Simon here, who is also named Peter. He is lodging in Simon the
tanner’s house by the sea.’ld 33So | immediately sent for you, and it was good of you to come. So
now we are all in the presence of God to hear everything you have been commanded by the Lord.”

34 peter began to speak: “Now | truly understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, 3% but in every
nation the person who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 3¢ He sent the
message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. 3 You know the events that took place throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John preached: 3 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and how he went about doing good and healing all who were under the tyranny of the
devil, because God was with him. 32 We ourselves are witnesses of everything he did in both the
Judean country and in Jerusalem, and yet they killed him by hanging him on a tree. ° God raised
up this man on the third day and caused him to be seen, 4 not by all the people, but by us whom
God appointed as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be
the judge of the living and the dead. 3 All the prophets testify about him that through his

name everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins.”

4 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who heard
the message. #* The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed because the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. ¢ For they heard them speaking in
tongues and declaring the greatness of God.

Then Peter responded, #” “Can anyone withhold water and prevent these people from being
baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 8 He commanded them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay for a few days.

How does Peter lead off his message in verse 36?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10%3A30-48&version=CSB#fen-CSB-27280c

What events of Jesus does Peter emphasize?

How does Peter apply his message directly to his listeners?

Read Acts 13:26-39 (CSB).

26 “Brothers and sisters, children of Abraham’s race, and those among you who fear God, it is to us
that the word of this salvation has been sent. ?7 Since the residents of Jerusalem and their rulers
did not recognize him or the sayings of the prophets that are read every Sabbath, they have
fulfilled their words by condemning him. 22 Though they found no grounds for the death sentence,
they asked Pilate to have him killed. 2 When they had carried out all that had been written about
him, they took him down from the tree and put him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the
dead, 3*and he appeared for many days to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem,
who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of
the promise that was made to our ancestors. 33 God has fulfilled this for us, their children, by
raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm:

You are my Son; today | have become your Father.

34 As to his raising him from the dead, never to return to decay, he has spoken in this way, | will
give you the holy and sure promises of David. 3° Therefore he also says in another passage, You
will not let your Holy One see decay. 3¢ For David, after serving God’s purpose in his own
generation, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and decayed, 37 but the one God raised up did
not decay. 38 Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers and sisters, that through this man
forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you. 3? Everyone who believes is justified through him
from everything that you could not be justified from through the law of Moses.”

Jesus is the center of Paul’s message. What events of Jesus does Paul emphasize?

How does Paul apply his message directly to his listeners?

In 13:48 it says this:
48 \When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and honored the word of the Lord, and all who
had been appointed to eternal life believed.

Why is that an important verse to remember as we engage in evangelism?



Read Acts 17:22-34 (CSB).

22 paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “People of Athens! | see that you are
extremely religious in every respect. 2 For as | was passing through and observing the objects of
your worship, | even found an altar on which was inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.” Therefore, what
you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim to you. 2 The God who made the world and everything in
it—he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live in shrines made by hands. 2*> Neither is he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and breath
and all things. 26 From one man he has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 He did this so that
they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find him, though he is not far from
each one of us. 22 For in him we live and move and have our being, as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we are also his offspring.” 2° Since, then, we are God’s offspring, we shouldn’t
think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and
imagination.

30 “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people
everywhere to repent, 3! because he has set a day when he is going to judge the world in
righteousness by the man he has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising
him from the dead.”

32\When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him, but others
said, “We’d like to hear from you again about this.” 33 So Paul left their presence. 3* However, some
people joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris,
and others with them.

What events does Paul emphasize in his message?

How does Paul apply his message directly to his listeners?

What do you learn from the response Paul got?

Who evangelized to you?

What approach to individual evangelism have you found beneficial?



