
What is man? 

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2  Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
 you have established strength because of your foes, 
  to still the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
   the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
  and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
  and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
  and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
  whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! (ESV) 
__________ 

Man is generally used in this study as a synonym for mankind, all human beings (male and female). 

Agree or disagree? Man is basically good. 

What are your reasons for answering the way you did? 

How does answering that question affect… 

 …how a home operates? 

 …how a society functions? 

 …what the church does? 

created 

corrupted 

redeemed 

regenerated 

resurrected 



Man was created: 

• by the triune God 

• in the image of God 

• to do God’s purpose for him 

• with a body and a soul 

• as male and female 

• and was very good. 

__________ 

Let’s look at what went wrong with man. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 
made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed 
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” (Genesis 3:1-13 ESV) 

How did man go wrong? 

How did man’s corruption become apparent right after he went wrong? 

How do following accounts in Genesis (beginning with chapter 4) display man’s corruption? 



What other accounts from the Old Testament and the New Testament display man’s corruption? 

__________ 

Let’s look at the depth of man’s corruption. 

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. (Romans 1:29-31 ESV) 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned 

aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”… 20 For by works 
of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge 
of sin. (Romans 3:11,12,20 ESV) 

8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is 
not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for 
the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the 
sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound doctrine… (1 Timothy 1:8-10 ESV) 

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving 
good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. (2 Timothy 3:1-5 ESV) 

Worthless is a harsh indictment of man. But looking at the descriptions above, how is it true? 

All these passages are from Paul’s letters. Why do you think that is? 

How do you account for the fact that man still does some kind and good things? 



__________ 

Man faces the consequences of his corruption. 

16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring 
forth children. Your desire [shall be toward] your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 

17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of 
the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of 
you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” 

22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and 
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever”—
23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which 
he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed 
the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 
(Genesis 3:16-19,22-24 ESV) 

What consequences of his corruption does man face? 

Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years 
draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and 
the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain, 3 in the day when the 
keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they 
are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, 4 and the doors on the street are 
shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the 
daughters of song are brought low— 5 they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the 
way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man 
is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets— 6 before the silver cord is 
snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern, 7 and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to 
God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 ESV) 

How is the consequence of man’s corruption (and thus its reality) on display every day? 
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