
What is man? 

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2  Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
 you have established strength because of your foes, 
  to still the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
   the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
  and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
  and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
  and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
  whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! (ESV) 
__________ 

Man is generally used in this study as a synonym for mankind, all human beings (male and female). 

What does society around you have to say about what happens to man at death? 

__________ 

Man’s soul exists after physical death. 
19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's 
side.[f] The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 
eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, 
in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from 
there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I 
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 
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torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And 
he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” (Luke 16:19-31 ESV) 

What does Jesus teach about man’s existence at death? 

What does Jesus teach about man’s existence before death? 

Comment on what the following statements say to you about existence after death. 

The righteous man perishes, and no one lays it to heart; devout men are taken away, while no 
one understands. For the righteous man is taken away from calamity; 2 he enters into peace; 
they rest in their beds who walk in their uprightness. (Isaiah 57:1,2 ESV) 

42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to 
him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42,43 ESV) 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. (Philippians 1:21-23 ESV) 

__________ 

Man’s body will be raised from the dead on the last day. 
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 

life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 25 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live. 

28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:24,25,28,29 ESV) 

What coming to life is Jesus talking about in verses 24 and 25? 



What coming to life is Jesus talking about in verses 28 and 29? 

__________ 

Unregenerated, resurrected man’s existence will not be good. 
24 And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. 

For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to 
all flesh. (Isaiah 66:24 ESV) 

“It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’” (Mark 9:47,48 ESV) 

46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
(Matthew 25:46 ESV) 

What is the difference between existence for man and life for man? 

__________ 

Regenerated, resurrected man’s existence will be good. 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 

will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:20,21 ESV) 

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you 
sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 

42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 
also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then 
the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 
heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of 
dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For 
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 



immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-57 ESV) 

What is the connection between a seed and man’s natural / physical body? 

Why do you think the resurrected body is called a spiritual body? 

Explain the contrast between each of the terms used for each body: 

physical / natural body spiritual body 

perishable imperishable 

dishonor glory 

weakness power 

Agree or disagree? At the resurrection we get back what we lost in our corruption. 
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